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EUROPEAN  MISSION  RE-OPENED 

Announcement  was  made  recently  by  the 
First  Presidency  that  the  Church  will  reopen  its 
European  Mission  Office  which  has  been  closed 
for  the  past  ten  years.  Elder  Alvin  R.  Dyer, 
Assistant  to  the  Council  of  the  Twelve  was 
named  as  the  new  European  Mission  President. 

The  headquarters  of  the  Mission  will  be  in 
Frankfort  am  Main,  Germany,  where  are  located 
the  present  West  German  Mission  offices. 
Arrangements  for  setting  up  the  new  European 
Mission  Offices  and  transferring  the  West 
German  Miss  on  headquarters  will  be  under  the 
direction  of  President  Henry  D.  Moyle,  first 
counselor  in  the  First  Presidency. 

In  his  new  position  Elder  Dyer  will  have 
supervision  of  eleven  of  the  50  missions  of  the 
Church.  They  are  British,  Danish,  Finnish, 
French,  Netherlands,  North  German,  Norwegian, 
South  German,  Swedish,  Swiss-Austrian  and 
West  German  Missions.  At  present  there  are 
45,600  members  of  the  Church  within  these  11 
missions. 

// 

TABERNACLE    CHOIR   PRESENTED    AWARD 


The  world  famous  Salt  Lake  Tabernacle  Choir 
took  Southern  California  by  storm  recently  and 
came  away  with  a  new  award  for  its  trophy 
case. 

The  award  was  a  National  Academy  of  Recording  Arts  and 
Science  "Grammy",  the  record  industry's  equivalent  to  the  movie 
"Oscar".  It  was  presented  at  the  academy's  first  television  awards  show 
for  the  choir's  widely  played  Columbia  recording  of  "The  Battle  Hymn 
of  the  Republic,"  recorded  last  year  in  Philadelphia  with  the 
Philadelphia  Orchestra  under  Eugene  Ormandy. 


January,  1960    CUMORAH'S  SOUTHERN  MESSENGER 


(MENTION— 1110 


".  .  .  tor  I  know  that  the  Gospel 
is  true  and  that  Joseph  Smith  was 
indeed  a  prophet  of  God!" 


HPHUS  echoed  the  testimonies  of 
■*■  almost  80  missionaries  at  the 
conclusion  of  their  1960  Conven- 
tion held  in  Cape  Town.  The  12 
hour  long  Testimony  Meeting  held 
on  the  last  day  of  the  Convention 
was  the  highlight  of  a  six  day 
spiritual  feast. 

During  the  Convention  Week,  mis- 
sionaries were  able  to  learn  of  new 
and  better  ways  of  improving  the 
missionary  work.  Demonstrations 
were  presented  by  various  mis- 
sionaries covering  a  wide  range  of 
the  missionary  work:  how  to  inter- 
est the  people  in  the  Gospel;  im- 
proved methods  of  presenting 
lessons  to  investigators;  relation- 
ship of  members  and  missionaries; 
how  to  keep  the  proper  spirit  of 
missionary  work;  enthusiastic  ways 
of  "selling"  the  Gospel;  and  many 
other  items  dealing  with  missionary 
work. 

Six  goals  were  set  for  the  coming 
year  of  1960.  First,  all  missionaries 
would  strive  to  follow  their 
schedule;  second,  a  goal  of  more 
baptisms;  third,  missionaries  would 
meet  with  their  investigators  twice 
a  week  for  lessons;  fourth,  a  special 
prayer  to  be  said  each  Fast  Sunday 
at  8.30  a.m.  by  all  missionaries  for 
the  success  of  the  mission  and  for 
their  individual  investigators;  fifth, 
more  effective  teaching  of  the  Gos- 
pel; and  sixth,  a  system  of  referrals 
within  the  districts  to  be  started. 

Music  for  the  Convention  was 
presented  by  various  missionaries 
and   included  solos,  quartets,  and  a 


missionary  chorus.  A  Missionary 
Concert  was  presented  on  New 
Years  Day  by  the  missionaries  to 
the  members  and  friends  of  the 
Mowbray  and  Bellville  Branches  in 
appreciation  for  accommodating 
the  missionaries  during  Convention 
week. 

Again  this  year  the  Convention 
provided  an  opportunity  for  old 
companions  to  once  again  renew 
the  love  and  friendship  they  had 
when  working  together  in  the 
various  areas  of  the  mission.  Many 
new  friendships  were  also  made. 


Three  local  missionaries  com- 
pleted their  missionary  labours  and 
were  released  at  the  conclusion  of 
the  Convention.  Two  new  local 
missionaries  were  set  apart  at  this 
time.  There  were  Elder  Ronald 
Louw  from  the  Springs  Branch  and 
Elder  Mack  Park  from  the  Mow- 
bray Branch. 


As  the  missionaries  left  the  Con- 
vention for  their  various  areas,  full 
of  determination  to  do  their  best 
and  make  the  year  1960  a  year  to 
remember,  they  took  with  them  the 
words  of  President  Henry  D. 
Moyle : 


"There  is  nothing  in  the  building 
of  the  Kingdom  which  you  cannot 
do  if  you  have  desire,  faith,  and 
work." 
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WELCOME    TO    CONVENTION.    (1.    to    r.)    Sister    Fisher,    President    Fisher, 

Elder   West,    Sister   Mecham,    Elder   Louw,    Sister   Abbott,    Elder    Oler,    Sister 

Cooper,   Elder  Hales. 


LOCAL  MISSIONARIES.   (1.  to  r.   )    1st  row:   Sisters  Geldenhuys,   van  Schalk- 

wyk,  President  and  Sister  Fisher,   Sisters  McCallum,  Cramer,  Milne.  2nd  row: 

Elder  Wiffen,    Sisters    Hellon,    Louw,    Wood,    Hoffman,    Elders   Prins,    Hubert. 

3rd  row:   Elders  D.  Park,  Louw,  M.  Park,  Newton 
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nineteen— sixty.... 


FT  has  been  said  that  nineteen- 
-*-  sixty  marks  the  beginning  of  a 
new  era.  Where  this  statement  comes 
from  I  am  not  sure  but  quite 
frequently  men  of  prominance  have 
hinted  that  the  year  now  coming  is 
in  "is  special". 

Some  years  ago  I  made  something 
of  a  study  of  the  Pyramids  of  Egypt 
and  the  various  chambers  and 
channels  seemed  to  centre  around 
this  year.  Some  extremists  have  even 
prophesied  that  the  world  would 
come  to  an  end  in  nineteen-sixty. 
These  various  forecasts  of  the  future 
have  had  little  interest  for  me  up 
until  now  but  as  we  approach  the 
new  year  I  feel  that  nineteen-sixty 
could  very  well  be  a  momentous 
year.  This  is  not  only  true  in  the 
various  sciences  but  also  in  human 
relations.  Some  important  ground 
work  was  laid  in  fifty-nine  and  if 
plans  carry  through  as  outlined, 
great  and  marvellous  events  are 
ahead  of  us. 

It  doesn't  take  much  of  an  imagi- 
nation to  realise  what  could  happen 
if  the  great  nations  of  the  world 
would  pool  their  knowledge  and 
unite  their  energies  for  the  good  and 
blessing  of  mankind.  What  a 
wonderful  thing  it  would  be  if  these 
marvellous  discoveries  of  our  time 
could  be  shared  in  all  parts  of  the 
world. 

There  are  still  millions  of  the 
human  family  who  live  in  poverty 
and  drudgery.  In  spite  of  our 
scientific  discoveries  and  our  claim 
to  be  living  in  an  enlightened  age, 
men  and  women  and  families  by  the 
tens  of  thousands  know  little  of 
comfort  and  conveniences.  Many 
still  remain  in  bondage  and  others 
scarcely  know  what  it  is  to  have 
their  hunger  satisfied. 

In  times  past  perhaps  man  was 
helpless  in  trying  to  cope  with  these 
world  problems,  but  not  so  today. 
With  our  great  international  organi- 
sations,  the   speed   and   breadth   of 


communication,  with  our  almost 
superhuman  means  of  production 
almost  anything  can  be  accom- 
plished. It  is  estimated  that  if  the 
atomic  and  hydrogen  power  now 
under  the  control  of  the  nations 
were  to  be  unharnessed  for  domestic 
use  and  then  add  to  that  the  millions 
of  pounds  being  spent  yearly  for 
warfare,  that  every  family  in  the 
world  could  live  in  a  modern  home 
and  enjoy  the  comforts  of  life. 

Frequently  we  hear  the  statement 
that  the  world  is  over  populated. 
These  are  idle  words  for  "the  Lord 
made  heaven  and  earth,  the  sea,  and 
all  that  in,  them  is,"  and  when  he 
finished  His  creations,  "He  saw 
everything  that  he  had  made,  and, 
behold  it  was  good." 

Yes,  the  world  is  quite  large 
enough  to  provide  a  home  and 
living  for  all  of  God's  children. 
Whenever  we  have  reached  a  point 
of  saturation  in  the  world  the  Lord 
has  allowed  a  new  discovery  to  be 
brought  forth.  What  a  marvellous 
thing  to  know  that  the  Lord  has 
provided  for  all  contingencies  as 
they  relate  to  the  normal  growth  of 
the  human  family. 

Why  do  we  have  suffering?  Why 
do  some  go  without  while  others 
have  plenty?  Who  is  responsible? 
There  can  only  be  one  answer;  man 
himself  is  to  blame.  Our  Father  in 
Heaven  has  done  His  part,  but  we 
His  children  have  failed  in  so  many 
ways. 

No  one  will  deny  the  fact  that 
nineteen-sixty  imposes  some  serious 
problems  but  as  stated  before  a  ray 
of  light  seems  to  have  appeared  on 
the  horizen  even  though  rather 
obscurely  as  the  sun  set  on  the  year 
nineteen-fity-nine.  As  I  have  con- 
templated these  things  my  spirit  has 
been  lifted  and  I  feel  very  optimistic 
about  the  future.  Especially  is  this 
so  when  I  relate  the  signs  of  the 
times,  with  prophecy  and  the  con- 
tinuous counsel  given  by  those  who 
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a  new  era 


preside  over  the  Kingdom  of  God 
here  upon  the  earth. 

The  powers  of  darkness  that 
enveloped  the  earth  for  so  many 
years  were  lifted  in  the  year  1820 
when  a  young  lad  in  his  fifteenth 
year  went  into  a  grove  of  trees  to 
pray.  The  Heaven's  were  unsealed, 
God  the  Father  and  His  Son,  Jesus 
Christ  declared  themselves  to  this 
boy  and  the  world  in  all  their 
majesty  and  glory  and  from  that  day 
to  this,  truth  and  light  has  been 
gradually  overcoming  error  and 
darkness.  This  is  God's  world  and 
Satan  will  eventually  be  cast  out  as 
he  was  in  the  pre-existance. 

"...  there  was  war  in  Heaven: 
Michael  and  his  angels  fought 
against  the  dragon;  and  the  dragon 
fought  and  his  angels, 

And  prevailed  not;  neither  was 
their  place  found  any  more  in 
heaven. 

And  the  great  dragon  was  cast 
out.  that  old  serpent,  called  the 
Devil,  and  Satan,  which  deceiveih 
the  whole  world:  he  was  cast  out 
into  the  earth,  and  his  angels  were 
cast  out  with  him."  (Revelations 
12:7-9.) 

The  priesthood  of  God  is  here 
upon  the  earth,  never  to  be  taken 
away  again.  This  priesthood,  which 
is  the  power  through  which  the 
world  was  created  has  also  power  to 
save  the  world, 
the  change  of  attitude  of  some  of 


the  leading  powers  of  the  world. 
Three  of  these  evidences  seem  to  be 
predominant,  and  I  now  quote  from 
one  of  South  Africa's  leading 
commentators  Pieter  Lessing : 

"The  year  which  is  about  to  end 
has  without  doubt  been  the  most 
important  the  world  has  had  to  en- 
dure since  1945.  It  was,  above  all, 
the  year  of  re-thinking  everywhere, 
when  in  the  words  of  the  late  Mr. 
Dulles,  the  most  agonising  re- 
appraisals were  made.  And  as  a  re- 
sult hope  and  optimism  was  reborn. 
First  of  importance  is  that  the 
United  States  came  to  grips  with 
reality  and  President  Eisenhower 
finally  decided  to  take  a  personal 
look  at  things,  and  found  that  war 
with  Russia  was,  after  all,  not  in- 
evitable. 

Second — Mr.  Khrushchev  seem- 
ingly or  perhaps  really  lost  his  deep 
distrust  of  the  West,  and  third, 
Britain  and  Germany  at  long  last 
have  become  friends." 

These  things,  in  my  mind,  are  far 
more  important  than  space  ships  and 
rockets.  I  am  thoroughly  convinced 
that  God  in  His  own  way  is  over- 
ruling the  destructive  forces  let 
loose  in  the  world. 

Let  us  consider  also  the  part  the 
Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  plays  in 
these  matters.  It  is  interesting  to 
note  that  one  hundred  and  twenty 
four  years  ago  a  great  prophet  by 


by  President  Glen  G.  Fisher 


In  sounding  this  note  of  optimism 
for  the  future  I  am  not  unmindful 
of  the  prophecies  concerning  the 
continuance  of  wars  and  rumours  of 
wars,  pestilances,  calamities,  etc. 

These  things  will  surely  come  to 
pass  unless  mankind  everywhere 
repents  and  accepts  the  pattern  given 
us  by  the  Author  of  Peace.  This  is 
the  very  thing  we  are  hoping  for,  an 
earnest  seeking  and  searching  for 
peace.  There  is  evidence  of  this  in 


the  name  of  Elias  appeared  and  re- 
stored certain  powers  or  keys  to 
Joseph  Smith  and  Oliver  Cowdery. 
These  keys  were  fundamental  to  the 
Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  and  were 
destined  to  act  as  a  leaven  through- 
out the  world.  Where  ever  you  find 
men  holding  these  keys,  designs  of 
Satan  will  be  dispelled. 

Perhaps  I  can  better  explain  my 
faith  in  relation  to  this  through  an 
(Concluded  on  page  13) 
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A 

Message 

For 

You 


I  WOULD  like  to  talk  to  YOU 
—  for  a  while.  What  position 
do  you  hold  in  this  perfect  Church 
or  it's  necessary  auxiliaries?  Oh, 
you  say  you  are  only  Dance 
Director  in  the  M.I.A.  —  not  too 
important.  And  you  say  you're 
only  a  Sunday  School  Teacher  of 
little  children — not  a  very  big  job. 
And  you — you  hold  no  position  at 
all  of  any  importance. 

In  the  sight  of  the  Lord  every 
position  or  office  in  His  Church  is 
very  important,  no  matter  how 
small  or  significant  you  may  think 
it  is.  Otherwise  the  Lord  would 
not  have  organised  such  an  office 
as  Dance  Director  or  Junior  Sun- 
day School  Teacher.  If  nothing 
else  it  is  an  opportunity  to  show 
the  Lord  that  you  have  the  desire 
to  serve  Him  and  now  you  can 
show  Him  just  how  great  your 
desire  is! 

Just  how  are  you  going  about  it? 
Are  you  throwing  yourself  entirely 
into  it  and  preparing  your  activi- 
ties and  lesson  well  in  advance,  or 
do  you  just  start  thinking  about  it 
the  day  before?  If  we  are  doing 
this  then  let  us  recall  to  mind  the 
number  of  times  that  the  Lord  has 
commanded  us  not  to  be  slothful 
or  idle,  but  to  be  valiant  and  dili- 
gent. We  can  imagine  how  dis- 
pleased the  Lord  is  with  us  when 
we  "lie  down  on  the  job"  - —  for 
example.  He  said  to  the  members 
of  the  Church  at  Laodicea 

/  know  thy  works,  that  thou  art 
neither  cold  nor  hot  .  .  .  because 
thou  art  lukewarm  .  .  .  I  will  spue 
thee  out  of  my  mouth.  (Revelations 
4:15-16) 

The  Laodiceans  were  not  exactly 
on   fire   with   enthusiasm  with  their 


church  work  and  the  Lord  was 
certainly  not  very  pleased  with 
them! 

If  our  enthusiasm  has  started 
waning,  should  we  not  impress 
upon  ourselves  the  seriousness  of 
slothfulness;  and  also  to  beware  of 
the  fact  that  "the  greatest  sin  is  to 
be  conscious  of  none." 

If  we  fully  realise  the  great 
responsibility  that  each  and  every 
member  of  the  Church  has  whether 
we  hold  a  position  in  the  Church 
or  not,  we  will  not  lie  down  on  the 
job  or  let  that  fire  of  enthusiasm 
die  out  at  all. 

We  are  fulfilling  a  very  great  and 
important  calling  of  the  Lord  by 
just  being  a  worthy  member  of  His 
Church,  and  in  the  wrok  of  the 
Lord  we  must  not — we  dare  not — 
fail. 

by   Renee   Hubert 

You  know  the  letters  L.D.S. 
stand  for  Latter-day  Saint,  but  they 
could  also  stand  for  "Let's  Do 
Something!"  We  know  what  we 
should  do  so  let's  not  only  do  that 
something — but  let  us  do  it  whole- 
heartedly. 

Wise  old  Solomon  said,  "With  all 
thy  getting  get  understanding."  But 
someone  a  little  wiser  than 
Solomon  said,  "With  all  thy  getting 
get  going!"  Let  us  not  procrasti- 
nate the  day  of  our  repentance,  or 
put  off  until  tomorrow  what  we 
should  and  can   do  today! 

ABE    YOU    AN    ACTIVE    MEMBER? 

Are    you    an    active    member, 

the    kind    that    would    be    missed? 

Or  are   you   just   contented 
that    your   name    is    on    the    list? 

Do    you    attend    the    services 
and    mingle    with    the    flock? 

Or   do    you    simply   stay   at   home 
and    criticize    and    mock? 

Do   you    take   an   active   part 
to    help   God's   work   along? 

Or    are    you    humbly    satisfied 
to    only    just    belong? 

Do    you    ever    go    and    visit 

a    member    who    is    sick? 
Or  do  you   leave   the  work   to  just  a 
few, 

and    then    talk   about    the    clique? 

Think    this    over.    Member, 
you    know    right    from    wrong: 

Are    you    an    active    member 
or    do    you    just    belong? 

— Unknown 
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rpHE  four  repentant  sons  of  King 
-*-  Mosiah  were  perhaps  some  of 
the  world's  most  successful  mission- 
aries. Their  labours  among  the 
Lamanites  were  met  with  frustra- 
tions and  afflictions,  but  through 
courage  and  persistance  they  were 
instrumental  in  bringing  thousands 
into  the  fold  of  God. 

Aaron,  one  of  the  sons,  had  an 
unusual  experience  with  one  of  the 
Lamanite  kings.  After  a  short  inter- 
view Aaron  could  see  that  the  king 
would  believe  his  words  and 
commenced  reading  and  explaining 
the  scriptures  beginning  from  the 
creation  of  Adam.  Aaron  explained 

by  Elder  Vaughn  Hunsaker 

the  fallen  state  of  man,  God's  plan 
for  redemption  and  that  Christ 
would  come  and  atone  for  the  sins 
of  man. 

After  the  king  had  heard  Aaron's 
very  powerful  sermon,  he  said, 

"  .  .  .  What  shall  I  do  that  I  may 
have  this  eternal  life  of  which  thou 
hast  spoken?  Yea,  what  shall  I  do 
that  I  may  be  born  of  God,  having 
this  wicked  spirit  rooted  out  of  my 
breast,  and  receive  his  Spirit,  that  I 
may  be  filled  with  joy,  that  I  may 
not  be  cast  off  at  the  last  day?  .  .  ." 

Aarons  reply  applies  to  us  as  well 
as  it  did  to  the  King, 

"  ...  If  thou  desirest  this  thing, 
if  thou  wilt  bow  down  before  God, 
yea,  if  thou  wilt  repent  of  all  thy 
sins,  and  will  bow  down  before 
God,  and  call  on  his  name  in  faith, 
believing  that  ye  shall  receive,  then 
shalt  thou  receive  the  hope  which 
thou  desirest."  (Alma  22:15-16) 

There  is  a  great  sermon  in  these 
verses.  A  great  sermon  of  repent- 
ance, the  great  cry  of  the  Gospel. 
This  is  what  the  Saviour  taught,  the 
apostles  of  old  were  told  to  cry 
repentance  unto  all  the  world, 
Joseph  Smith  was  told  to  preach 
this  principle  and  we  are  told  to 
repent  daily. 

With  the  commandment  of  repen- 
tance we  are  given  the  promise  of 
forgiveness.  God  has  promised  that 
if  we  really  and  truely  repent  He 
will  forgive  our  sins  and  not 
remember  them.  This  is  a  great 
promise  indeed  for  all  of  us  want  to 


There  is  no 

Salvation 

Without  Works 

have  our  sins  forgiven.  We  all  know 
our  sins  and  know  how  we  want  to 
avoid  the  punishment. 

Repentance  is  not  as  easy  as  it 
sounds.  It  is  a  struggle.  In  fact  life 
is  a  battle  and  there  never  was  a 
battle  without  casualties.  If  we  have 
suffered  casualties  in  the  battle  of 
life,  shall  we  not  acknowledge  them, 
and  rise  above  them.  In  our  daily 
lives  we  suffer  set-backs,  everyday 
we  fall  short  of  our  goal  of  perfec- 
tion. The  first  step  in  repentance  is 
a  recognition  of  our  guilt,  acknow- 
ledging our  casualties.  Satan  is  very 
busy  placing  hardships  before  us. 
He  has  all  the  vigour  and  enthu- 
siasm to  make  us  stumble  in  the 
path  of  life.  Looking  at  the  tre- 
mendous battle  ahead  of  us  it  may 
seem  hopeless.  Maybe  we  will  be- 
come discouraged  and  give  up.  To 
do  this  would  be  fatal. 

President  Mckay  said : 

"Too  many  men  are  claiming  that 
the  world  owes  them  a  living  and 
are  sitting  effortlessly  by  expecting 
the  world  to  throw  its  luxuries  into 
their  passive  laps.  Too  late  they  will 
learn  that  the  earth  rewards  richly 
only  the  strenuous  strugglers.  There 
is  no  salvation  without  work." 

Our  latter-day  Prophet  has  struck 
not  only  the  heart  of  most  economic 
problems  but  has  included  an  im- 
portant religious  principle  : 

"There  is  no  salvation  without 
work." 

Many  people  we  come  in  contact 
with,  hope  to  get  as  many  of  the 
worldly  things  as  possible  for  as 
little  as  possible,  just  as  some  hope 
to  gain  the  highest  rewards  in  our 
Father's  Kingdom  without  much  of 
an  effort  on  their  part. 

How  can  we  expect  to  be  victo- 
rious in  the  battle  with  Satan  and 
overcome  the  sins  and  snares  placed 
in  our  path  without  effort  on  our 
part?  Do  we  expect  something  for 
nothing?  No — we  must  work  our 
entire  lives  for  our  reward.  Did  not 
(Continued  on  page  12) 
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YOUR  QUESTION 
ANSWERED 


QUESTION: 

TN  Sunday  School  this  morning 
■*■  our  lesson  was  on  the  Word 
of  Wisdom.  The  question  came  up 
concerning  the  eating  of  meat. 
Would  you  please  explain  Doctrine 
and  Covenanats  Section  89:  12-13? 
Does  this  mean  that  we  should  re- 
frain from  eating  meat  except  in 
winter,  cold  or  famine? 

Also  what  about  fish? 
ANSWER: 

In  answer  to  your  question  con- 
cerning the  Word  of  Wisdom  I  am 
pleased  to  make  the  following 
comments :  First  of  all  I  would  like 
to  refer  you  to  a  statement  the  Lord 
made  in  Section  49:18-19: 

And  whoso  forbiddeth  to  abstain 
from  meats,  that  man  should  not 
eat  the  same,  is  not  ordained  of 
God; 

For,  behold,  the  beasts  of  the 
field  and  the  fowls  of  the  air,  and 
that  which  cometh  of  the  earth,  is 
ordained  for  the  use  of  man  for 
food  and  for  rainment,  and  that  he 
might  have  abundance. 

Also  in  Section  59:16-20,  the 
Lord  has  something  to  say  about 
this  subject: 

Verily  I  say,  that  inasmuch  as  ye 
do  this,  the  fulness  of  the  earth  is 
yours,  the  beasts  of  the  field  and 
the  fowls  of  the  air,  and  that  wheih 
climbeth  upon  the  trees  and  walketh 
upon  the  earth; 

Yea,  and  the  herb,  and  the  good 
things  which  come  of  the  earth, 
whether  for  food  or  for  rainment, 
or  for  houses,  or  for  barns,  or  for 
orchards,  or  for  gardens,  of  for 
vineyards; 

Yea,  all  things  which  come  of  the 
earth,  in  the  season  thereof,  are 
made  for  the  benefit  and  the  use  of 
man,  both  to  please  the  eye  and  to 
gladden  the  heart; 

Yea,  for  food  and  for  rainment, 
for  taste  and  for  smell,  to  strengthen 
the  body  and  to  enliven  the  soul. 

And  it  pleaseth  God  that  he  hath 
given  all  these  things  unto  man;  for 


by   PRESIDENT  GLEN   G.  FISHER 

unto  this'  end  were  they  made  to  be 
used,  with  judgement,  not  to  excess, 
neither  by  extortion. 

From  the  Bible  we  have  the  words 
of  Paul : 

God  has  created  meats  to  be 
received  with  thanksgiving  of  them 
which  believe  and  know  the  truth. 
(1  Timothy  4:3) 

These  passages  may  seem  contra- 
dictory to  Section  89:12-13  which 
reads : 

Yea,  flesh  also  of  beasts  and  of 
the  fowls  of  the  air,  I,  the  Lord, 
have  ordained  for  the  use  of  man 
with  thanksgiving;  nevertheless  they 
are  to  be  used  sparingly; 

And  it  is  pleasing  unto  me  that 
they  should  not  be  used,  only  in 
times  of  winter,  or  of  cold,  or 
famine. 

The  explanation  of  this,  it  would 
seem  to  me,  is  rather  simple.  The 
Lord  is  saying  in  effect,  that 
although  meat  is  ordained  for  man, 
yet  he  should  use  wisdom;  as  too 
much  meat  ,  particularly  in  hot 
climates  is  harmful  to  the  body. 
Most  dietitians  today  are  agreed 
that  a  certain  amount  of  meat  is 
essential  to  the  health  of  man.  Care 
should  be  used  in  summer  however, 
and  also  in  hot  climates,  as  a  com- 
plete diet  of  meat  would  be  harmful. 
At  the  time  this  revelation  was 
received  they  did  not  have  refrigera- 
tion, and  we  all  know  that  meat 
deteriorates  very  fast  in  hot  weather. 
Dietitians  are  also  agreed  that  in 
cold  climates,  meat  can  be  used  with 
more  frequency  than  in  warm 
climates.  This  then  is  what  the  Lord 
is  trying  to  tell  us;  that  we  should 
use  wisdom,  particularly  in  hot 
climates,  and  the  heat  of  summer. 
Of  course  in  the  time  of  famine, 
whether  it  be  in  hot  or  cold 
climates,  man  is  justified  in  saving 
his  life  even  though  he  may  only 
have  a  single  diet  of  meat. 

I  would  paraphrase  the  scripture 
to  read  something  like  this :  "Yea, 
(Continued  on  page  14) 
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My  Personal  Rating 


by  Brian  Chater 


POPULAR  magazines  often 
feature  self-analysis  tests  in 
which  the  reader  is  given  a  series 
of  questions  to  determine  his  per- 
sonal rating  in  certain  fields.  For 
example,  the  questions  may  be  so 
designed  as  to  reveal  whether  he 
is  emotionally  mature  or  not,  or 
whether  or  not  he  is  a  scatter- 
brain,  or  a  home-lover,  or  the 
adventurous  type  and  so  on.  I  have 
often  thought  it  might  be  a  good 
idea  if  we  applied  the  same  method 
to  testing  our  personal  ratings  as 
Latter-day  Saints.  Practically  all 
of  us  resent  it  when  someone  else 
tries  to  point  out  to  us  where  we 
are  falling  short  in  our  Church 
activities  and  so  the  big  advantage 
of  the  personal  rating  test  is  that 
we  can  apply  it  to  ourselves,  each 
one  of  us,  in  the  privacy  of  our 
homes  without  anyone  else  know- 
ing the  result  .  .  .  except  God. 

Personal  rating  tests  do  not  lend 
themselves  so  much  to  measuring 
directly  one's  spiritual  attributes, 
or  indefinable  qualities  such  as  love 
and  faith.  These  are  all-important, 
of  course,  and  are  favourite  sub- 
jects for  articles  in  the  C.S.M.  But 
it  is  the  practical  ways  in  which 
we  can  serve  our  Lord  in  our  every- 
day lives  and  our  Branch  activities 
that  the  tests  are  most  effective. 

No  one  will  deny,  however,  that 
the  extent  of  our  reliability  and  the 
zeal  with  which  we  carry  out  the 
practical  side  of  our  religious  life, 
is  also  a  good  barometer  of  the 
strength  of  our  testimonies  and 
therefore  the  personal  rating  tests 
which  follow  may  also  be  useful  as 
an  indication  of  the  level  of  our 
spirituality,  even  though  the  ques- 
tions are  of  a  practical  nature. 

This  test  is  based  on  the  things 
you  and  I  can  do  to  make  a  Branch 
"tick"  and  increase  the  spirit  oi 
well  being  and  general  happiness 
among  the  members.  Take  a  pen- 
cil and  put  a  mark  opposite  one 
of  the  three  alternatives  that  bests 
fits  you  in  each  of  the  following 
questions.  Be  completely  honest 
with  vourself. 


(1)  Do  I 

(a)  attend  and  participate  in 
Sunday  and  Sacrament 
services  every  Sunday  and 
the  meetings  of  the  auxi- 
liary to  which  I  belong 
each  week  whenever  I 
possibly  can? 

(b)  attend  one  of  the  services 
each  Sunday  but  not  both 
and  support  my  auxiliary 
one  or  twice  a  month? 

(c)  attend  a  Sunday  service 
occasionally  when  there  is 
nothing  else  to  do  and 
someone  calls  for  me  by 
car? 

(1)  When  called  upon  to  carry  out 
an  assignment  such  as  to  visit 
the  sick  do  I 

(a)  gladly  accept  the  oppor- 
tunity to  serve  and  eagerly 
see  it  through  even  at 
considerable    self-sacrifice? 

(b)  accept  willingly  enough 
provided  it  is  not  too 
inconvenient  and  I  get  an 
occasional  shove? 

(c)  accept  and  then  promptly 
forget  all  about  it? 

(3)  If  I  am  set  apart  as  an  officer 
or  a  teacher  do  I 

(a)  immediately  set  about 
finding  out  all  I  have  to 
do,  diligently  putting  it 
into  practice  and  attending 
all  the  officers  and 
teachers  meetings  I  possi- 
bly can? 

(b)  carry  out  my  duties  and 
attend       meetings       when 

someone  else  shows  me 
how  and  pushes  me  along 
now  and  then? 

(c)  carry  out  a  few  tasks 
occasionally  when  I  happen 
to  be  around  but  really 
have  no  clear  idea  what  I 
am  supposed  to  be  or  do? 

(4)  Do  I 

(a)  pay  an  honest  tithing  and 
all  my  Branch  dues  as 
regularly  as  I  pay  my 
house  rent  and  buy  tickets 
to  all  fund  raising  func- 
tions, even  if  I  am  unable 
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to  attend  myself? 

(b)  pay  an  honest  tithing  but 
contribute  towards  Branch 
dues  only  when  I  am 
reminded? 

(c>  occasionally  pay  something 
towards  tithing  to  ease  my 
conscienc?  but  my  Branch 
dues  —  never  heard  of 
them ! 

(5)  If  I  am  called   upon  to  speak 
from  the  pulpit  do  I 

(at  pray  about  it  and  spend 
hours  in  study  and  pre- 
paration for  weeks  before- 
hand to  give  the  best  talk 
I  can? 

(b)  write  out  my  talk  in  full  a 
few  days  beforehand  and 
then  run  through  it  on 
Snuday    afternoon? 

(c>  make  a  few  hurried  notes 
on  Sunday  afternoon  and 
hope  for  the  bsst? 

(6)  When    I    offer    criticism    and 
advice  am  I 

(a)  prepared  to  carry  out  my 
suggestions  myself  and 
accept  full  responsibility  to 
see  that  it  is  done? 

(b>  prepared  to  show  others 
how  and  see  that  they  do 
it? 

(c)  conspicuous  by  my  absence 
when  the  work  has  to  be 
done? 

(7)  When  the  leader   of   an   auxi- 

liary says  or  does  some- 
thing I  do  not  like,  do  I 
(a)  approach  him  when  he  is 
alone  and  sincerely  try  to 
reconcile  my  difference 
with  him  in  a  Christian 
spirit? 


<bi  put  it  out  of  my  mind  as 
soon  as  possible? 

(ci  criticise  him  behind  his 
back  and  refuse  to  support 
his  auxiliary  in  the  future? 

(8)  If  a  member  of  my  Eranch 
tries  to  pass  on  to  me  a  piece 
of  hurtful  gossip  about  another 
member,  do  I 

(ai  stop  him  immediately  and 
po'nt  out  that  only  Satan 
gains  by   unkind   words? 

(b)  listen  attentively  to  what 
he  has  to  say  but  fail  to 
upbraid  him  for  his  un- 
kindness? 

(c)  pass  on  what  I  have  to 
others,  adding  a  few  frills 
for  good  measuie? 

To  score  the  test,  g.ve  each:  (a> 
10  points;  (bt  5  points;  and  (c>  no 
points. 

What  was  your  score?  If  you  get 
less  than  20  points  you  are  an 
unwitting  but  useful  tool  in  the 
hands  of  the  Adversary  and  a 
source  of  despair  to  your  Branch 
President. 

If  you  get  upwards  of  40  points 
you  are  not  doing  too  badly  and 
your  heart  is  in  the  right  place 
but  there  is  quite  a  lot  of  room  for 
improvement. 

If,  however,  you  have  scored  an 
honest  80  points,  bravo!  You  are 
the  kind  of  person  a  Branch 
President  dreams  about  and  are  a 
tower  of  strength  in  your  Branch. 
A  few  more  like  you  and  your 
Branch  will  easily  be  the  best  in 
the  whole   South   African  Mission. 


SALVATION 

Aaron  and  his  brethren  work  for 
their  rich  rewards?  So  great  were 
their  rewards  that  Ammon,  one  of 
the  brothers,  even  boasted  of  his 
great  blessings.  True,  he  was  justi- 
fied in  his  boastings,  for  he  had 
worked  hard  to  teach  these  people 
who  were  converted. 

So  must  we  work  hard  to  improve 
ourselves.  It  is  a  life-long  process 
of  acknowledging  our  weaknesses, 
determining    to    rise    above    them, 


—  continued 

abandoning  the  old  practices  and 
making  reconciliation  with  those  we 
have  injured,  followed  by  continu- 
ous obedience  to  the  Gospel.  This  is 
repentance  in  its  fullness! 

"Yea,  I  would  that  ye  would 
come  forth  and  harden  not  your 
hearts  any  longer;  for  behold,  now 
is  the  time  and  the  day  of  your  sal- 
vation; and  therefore,  if  ye  will 
repent  and  harden  not  your  hearts, 
(Concluded  on  page  13) 
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concluded 


experience  we  had  in  the  Western 
Canadian  Mission.  Marion  G.  Rom- 
ney,  a  member  of  the  Quorum  of 
the  Twelve  toured  the  mission  with 
Sister  Fisher  and  me  in  1949,  and  as 
we  travelled  along  the  road  he  told 
us  of  an  interview  he  had  with  the 
President  of  the  Church,  George 
Albert  Smith,  the  day  he  left  to  fill 
his  assignment. 

These  are  his  exact  words — "Be- 
fore leaving  Salt  Lake  City,  I  held 
an  interview  with  President  George 
Albert  Smith  and  asked  him  if  he 
had  any  mesage  for  me  to  take  to 
the  Western  Canadian  Mission.  He 
sat  for  a  few  minutes  in  deep 
thought,  and  then  his  face  lighted 
up  and  looking  off  into  the  distance 
almost  as  if  he  was  reading  the 
message,  he  said  to  remind  the 
people  that  the  Lord  had  always 
been  patient.  He  waited  a  hundred 
years  in  the  days  of  Noah,  warning 
the  people  and  he  waited  a  long 
time  in  the  case  of  the  cities  of  the 
plain  in  the  days  of  Abraham. 
When  the  people  didn't  listen  in 
both  instances  they  were  visited  with 
destruction  and  sorrow. 

"He  feels  that  the  people  in  the 
United  States  and  Canada  and  the 
world  to  a  great  extent,  are  forget- 
ting the  Lord  and  are  in  a  position 
where  the  wisdom  of  their  wise  men 
has  perished  and  the  understanding 
of  their  prudent  men  has  come  to 
naught.  They  do  not  seem  to  be  on 
the  way  to  any  solution  to  their 
problems  because  they  won't  listen 
in  their  political  affairs  to  the 
guidance  of  the  Lord.  But  he  said 
the  brethren  holding  the  priesthood 
of  God,  if  they  would  be  faithful, 
could  be  as  the  ten  who  could  have 
saved     the    cities    of    Sodom     and 


Gomorrah  but  could  not  be  found, 
and  so  the  cities  of  the  plain  were 
destroyed." 

To  the  members  of  the  church 
this  is  a  very  sobering  thought  as 
there  is  no  question  about  the  mag- 
nitude of  our  responsibility  in  rela- 
tion to  world  events.  To  add 
emphasis  to  this  we  have  the  words 
of  the  prophet  Joseph  Smith- — "And 
the  Gospel  shall  be  preached  to  the 
four  corners  of  the  earth,  to  the 
North,  South,  East  and  West  and 
then  shall  the  end  come!"  Yes, 
nineteen-sixty  could  be  an  important 
year. 

There  is  every  indication  of  some 
thrilling  events- — what  a  great 
challenge — this  is  an  interesting 
period  in  the  world's  history  in 
which  to  live. 

To  my  friends  and  fellow  workers 
of  the  South  African  mission  I  bring 
you  a  message  of  hope  and  optimism 
for  the  year  ahead.  This  I  know  that 
the  destiny  of  the  world  does  not 
depend  on  Khrushchev,  MacMillan, 
DeGaulle  or  Eisenhower.  I  repeat 
again  this  is  God's  world  and  truth 
and  right  will  eventually  triumph. 

As  we  look  to  the  future  with 
optimism  in  world  affairs  so  may 
we  also  manifest  faith  in  the  success 
of  this  great  mission.  It  is  true  that 
the  destiny  of  the  Church  does  not 
depend  on  you  and  me,  but  like 
the  leaders  of  nations  we  can  post- 
pone and  retard  the  Lord's  purposes. 

As  your  Mission  President  I 
charge  each  and  every  member 
throughout  the  mission  to  give  of 
your  best  in  the  year  ahead.  Let  us 
make  nineteen-sixty  a  year  of  great 
accomplishments. 


SALVATION  —  concluded 

immediately  shall  the  great  plan  of  for  men  to  prepare  to  meet  God; 
redemption  be  brought  about  unto  yes,  behold  the  day  of  this  life  is  the 
y°"-       ,   ,    ,  day     for     men     to     perform     their 

For  behold,   this  life  is  the   time  labours."  (Alma  34:31-32) 
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PRIMARY- 

and  what  it 
means  to  me 

by  Mona  D.  Fisher 


A  YEAR  ago,  I  was  greatly 
blessed.  And  how  was  I 
blessed?  I  was  made  a  Primary 
Supervisor  here  in  our  Salisbury 
Branch.  To  me  this  was  an  honour 
and  a  blessing  to  have  the  privilege 
of  teaching  little  children  the 
glorious  truths  of  our  Gospel,  to 
help  instil  within  them  a  love  for 
their  Heavenly  Father,  and  a  desire 
to  serve  Him. 

Beginning  at  the  tender  age  of 
four  years,  our  little  ones  are 
taught  from  specially  prepared 
Primary  Lesson  books.  I  was  very 
impressed  on  going  through  these 
books  to  find  just  how  well  pre- 
pared they  were.  Along  with  this, 
they  are  simple  and  easy  to  under- 
stand and  are  a  great  help  to  the 
teachers  in  their  endeavours  to 
guide  our  little  ones  along  the 
paths  of  righteousness  until  at  the 
age  of  twelve  years  they  are  taken 
over  by  the  M.I.A. 

Is  Primary  important?  Yes!  I 
believe  this  with  all  my  heart.  We 
have  our  Sunday  School  who  are 


doing  a  wonderful  job  of  teaching 
these  little  ones  the  Gospel  as  well, 
but  I  do  feel  that  little  children 
are  in  constant  need  of  spiritual 
guidance. 

Primary  provides  this  in  abun- 
dance, and  is  especially  given  to  our 
children  during  the  week  to  enable 
them  to  partake  of  this  extra 
spiritual  food  so  necessary  to  all  of 
them. 

I  am  happy  to  say,  that  in  our 
Primary,  although  beginning  with 
a  handful  of  children,  we  now  have 
an  attendance  of  nearly  20  children 
each  week. 

Needless  to  say,  watching  our 
Primary  grow  has  given  me  much 
happiness  and  joy,  as  it  does,  I'm 
sure  to  all  Primary  Supervisors 
and  workers. 

To  mothers  everywhere,  if  your 
children  are  being  deprived  of  the 
opportunity  of  attending  their 
Primary  meetings  and  missing  the 
wonderful  lessons  specially  pre- 
pared for  them,  don't  deprive  them 
any  longer.  Bring  them  along  to 
join  the  happy  throng! 


QUESTION  —  concluded 


explanation  to  me,  seems  to  be  quite 
clear.  Certainly  it  is  not  breaking 
the  Word  of  Wisdom  to  eat  a  little 
meat  in  the  summer  time.  Once 
more  I  would  like  to  stress  that  we 
should  use  judgment  as  we  certainly 
cannot  overlook  the  fact  that  the 
Lord  has  warned  us  against  exces- 
sive eating  of  meat. 

It  is  my  understanding  that  fish  is 
a  little  different  species,  and  it  is 
generally  considered  to  be  a  meat 
substitute.  Like  everything  else, 
however,  an  excess  amount  could  be 
injurious. 
CUMORAHS  SOUTHERN  MESSENGER    January,  1960 


flesh  also  of  beasts  and  of  the  fowls 
of  the  air,  I  the  Lord  have  ordained 
for  the  use  of  man  for  thanksgiving, 
nevertheless  they  are  to  be  used 
with  judgement  both  in  warm  and 
cold  climate;  and  it  is  pleasing  unto 
me  that  meat  should  be  used 
sparingly  in  hot  weather  and  which 
could  be  increased  in  times  of 
winter  or  of  cold  and  then  in  case 
of  famine,  there  is  no  restriction  as 
it  becomes  a  matter  of  life  and 
death." 

I  realise  the  wording  is  perhaps 
a  little  confusing,  but  in  light  of  the 
other  passages  I  have  quoted,   this 
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Relief  Society 


IN  his  message  to  the  women  of 
the  Church  at  the  time  of  the 
organization  of  the  Relief  Society, 
the  Prophet,  Joseph  Smith  said: 
"...  and  now  I  turn  the  key  in 
your  behalf  in  the  name  of  the 
Lord,  and  this  Society  will  rejoice 
and  knowledge  and  intelligence 
shall  flow  down  from  this  time 
henceforth.  This  is  the  beginning 
of  better  days  to  the  poor  and 
needy,  who  shall  be  made  to  rejoice 
and  pour  forth  blessings  on  your 
head." 

This  was  a  time  in  history  when 
there  was  no  popular  conception  of 
a  woman's  place  of  being  anywhere 
but  in  her  kitchen  if  she  were  poor 
or  in  her  parlour  if  she  were  rich. 
However,  in  turning  the  key  in 
behalf  of  women  the  Prophet  un- 
locked for  everyone  whether  she 
were  rich  or  poor,  the  doors  where- 
by they  might  gain  knowledge  and 
intelligence,  spritual  and  intellec- 
tual development. 

It  was  only  fitting  that,  in 
restoring  the  Gospel,  he  should 
should  be  instrumental  in  restoring 
women  to  their  true  position  in  the 
Eternal  Plan.  He  taught  that  there 
was  no  greater  responsibility,  no 
more  solemn  obligation  that  that 
of  a  mother  to  her  family.  He 
recognized  the  fact  that  a  woman 
can  wield  a  tremendous  influence 
over  her  husband  and  sons  and 
instructed  the  women  to  "...   . 

.  provoke  the  brethern  to  good 
works."  He  also  knew  that  a 
woman  is  by  nature  tender,  sym- 
pathetic, merciful  and  compas- 
sionate, and  that  it  is  her  natural 
role  in  life  to  administer  to  the 
sick,  the  destitute,  the  sorrowful 
and  the  dying. 

Acting  under  divine  commission, 
he  therefore  organized  the  women 
of  the  Church  into  a  Society 
through  which  they  could  receive 
instruction  and,  thereby  become 
better  equipted,  both  spiritually 
and  intellectually,  for  their  role  of 


wife,  mother  and  homemaker  and 
which  would  provide  them  with 
immeasurable  opportunities  to 
render  love-inspired  service  to  their 
fellow  beings. 

As  a  member  of  the  Relief 
Society,  I  testify  to  the  fact  that 
this  is  indeed  an  organization 
where  we  are  taught  to  place  first 
things  first,  to  place  proper 
emphasis  upon  the  spiritual  values 
of  life;  where  we  learn  to  lay  aside 
the  things  of  this  world  and  seek 
for  the  things  of  a  better.  Through 
the  Relief  Society  we  are  also 
taught  to  honour  the  Priesthood 
and  to  hold  precious  above  all 
things  the  sacred  trust  of  mother- 
hood. It  is  an  organization  which 
encourages  its  members  to  develop 
such  characteristics  as  mercy, 
understanding,  a  forgiving  spirit, 
acceptance  of  human  shortcomings 
and  refraining  from  judgment.  It 
provides  it's  members  with  many 
opportunities  for  rendering  service, 
for  realizing  every  true  woman's 
dream  which  is  beautifully  ex- 
pressed in  this  poem  by  Emily 
Dickison : 


If  I  can  stop  one  heart  from 

breaking, 
I  shall  not  live  in  vain 
If  I  can  ease  one  life  the  aching. 
Or  cool  one  pain, 
Or  help  one  fainting  robin 
Unto  his  nest  again 
I  shall  not  live  in  vain. 


January,  1960    CUMORAH'S  SOUTHERN  MESSENGER 
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AT  the  beginning  of  this  month 
the  new  report  forms  were 
placed  in  use  in  the  Sunday 
Schools  throughout  the  South 
African  Mission.  I  sincerely  hope 
that  all  Superintendents  and 
Secretaries  fully  understand  the 
new  system  and  are  putting  it  into 
action.  If  you  have  any  question 
pertaining  to  these  new  reports  do 
not  hesitate  to  write  to  me. 

It  is  most  important  that  Branch 
secretaries  receive  full  co-operation 
of  class  teachers  in  completely  and 
accurately  filling  out  Form  1. 
Secretaries  might  devise  a  plan 
where  Form  1  is  given  to  the 
teacher  before  class  stats  and 
collected  before  class  finishes,  so 
as  to  be  certain  Form  1  is  received. 
It  is  hoped  that  such  a  plan  might 
be  devised  which  will  enable  the 
secretary  to  attend  her  regular 
class. 

Secretaries  should  check  the 
attendance  reported  on  Form  1 
with  the  class  roll,  at  least  once 
a  month,  preferable  at  the  end  of 
the  month,  when  the  class  roll  is 
returned  to  the  secretary  by  the 
teacher. 

Questions  have  been  raised  as  to 
crediting  of  attendance  of  officers 
and  teachers  of  the  Sunday 
School. 

All  officers  and  teachers  of  the 
Sunday  School  are  listed  on  the 
regular  officers  and  teachers  roll 
and  their  attendance  or  non- 
attendance  should  be  indicated  on 
that  roll.  Members  of  the  Branch 
Presidency  and  members  of  the 
superintendency  should  attend 
some  class,  not  a  rule,  the  same 
class  each  Sunday.  Members  of 
the  superintendency  are  assigned 
a  group  of  classes  with  the  idea  of 
helping  teachers  of  those  classes. 

Teachers   should   not  count   anv 
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member  of  the  branch  presidency 
or  superintendency  as  they  do  other 
visitors  in  their  class.  The  branch 
Sunday  School  secretary,  chorister, 
organist  and  other  officers  are 
expected  to  attend  a  class  of  their 
choosing  each  Sunday,  but  are  not 
entered  on  the  class  roll  nor  should 
they  be  counted  as  visitors  are 
counted  Their  attendance  is 
counted  on  the  regular  officers  and 
teachers  roll  and  should  not  be 
duplicated.  Every  teacher  should 
know  the  officers  of  the  Sunday 
School. 

Substitute  teachers  who  are 
members  of  one  of  the  adult 
classes  should  be  given  credit  of 
attendance  on  their  regular  class 
roll,  so  far  as  reporting  attendance 
in  Column  11  of  the  monthly  re- 
port. Substitute  teachers  taking 
a  class,  should  receive  attendance 
credits  in  Columns  3,  4.  and  6. 
providing  they  attend  those 
meeting. 

Secretaries  are  reminded  to 
record  items  of  historical  interest 
on  the  blue  sheets  in  the  back  of 
the  branch  minute  book.  You  may 
have  blue  sheets  which  are  not 
needed  for  the  purposes  titled  at 
the  top  of  the  page,  which  may  be 
used  for  this  purpose  if  necessary. 

Have  the  branch  superintendents 
followed  the  suggestion  that  was 
made  some  time  ago  and  organized 
your  classes,  for  enlistment  pur- 
poses? If  not,  now  is  the  time  to 
begin  this  program.  Even  though 
the  classes  may  be  small,  the  pro- 
gram should  be  organized  in  each 
and  every  class.  Let  the  class 
officers  assist  the  teacher  and  the 
member  of  superintendency  in 
charge  with  this  program.  Above 
all.  be  enthusiastic  about  the  pro- 
gram and  vou  will  be  surprised  at 
the  results.  —  D.T.W. 
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BAPTISMS 

HOMMES,  Gernard  Hendrik 
Charles,  Pietermaritzburg  Branch, 
b.  Elder  Harold  Coad,  c.  Ronald  M. 
Morrisey,    25    October,    1959. 

HATTINGH,  Mary  Alexandra, 
Pretoria  Branch,  b.  Elder  Joseph 
Wilson,  c.  Elder  Joseph  Wilson,  11 
October,   1959. 

LOHRENTZ,  Frances  Jessie, 
Pretoria  Branch,  b.  Elder  Darryl 
Sherwood,  c.  Elder  Melvin  Cox,  5 
July,  1959. 

LOUW,  Elaine  Jeanette,  Bellville 
Branch,  b.  Robert  Smith,  c. 
Nicolaas  J.  J.  Goosen,  24  May  1959. 

LOTTER,  Roux  August,  Bellville 
Branch,  b.  Robert  Smith,  c.  Eric  J. 
Jakins,  24  May,  1959 

BLESSINGS 

BUSSEY,  Dennis  James,  East 
London  Branch,  son  of  Robert  and 
Cornelia  Bussey,  1  March,  1959  by 
Alfred  J.  Corrigan. 

GREER,  Theodora,  Krugersdorp 
Branch,  daughter  of  Harry  and 
Patrica  Greer,  1  October,  1959  by 
Harry  Greer 

LION  CACHET,  Michele,  Pre- 
toria Branch,  daughter  of  Jan  and 
Martha  Lion  Cachet,  27  September, 
1959  by  Jan  Lion  Cachet. 

MARITZ,  Marie,  Mowbray 
Branch,  daughter  of  Willem  and 
Maria  Maritz,  7th  June,  1959  by 
Willem  Hendrik  Maritz. 

SMITH,  Alice  Elizabeth,  Pretoria 
Branch,  daughter  of  Harry  and 
Hester  Smith,  27  September,  1959 
by  Petrus  Faber. 


SMITH,  Edward  Roy,  Pretoria 
Branch,  son  of  Harry  and  Hester 
Smith,  27  September,  1959  by  Elder 
Melvin  L.  Cox. 

SMITH,    Ermine    Beatrice,    Pre- 
toria   Branch,   daughter  of    Harry 
and  Hester   Smith,  27   September, 
1959  by  Elder  Ruel  Barker. 
ORDINATIONS 

ALEXANDER,  Finlay  Charles, 
East  Rand  Branch,  Teacher,  29 
November,  1959  by  John  A.  Aden- 
droff. 

SANDERS,  Frank  Andreas, 
Pretoria  Branch,  Teacher,  27 
September,  1959  by  Petrus  C.  Faber. 

SANDERS,  Frank  Octavius 
Forbes,  Pretoria  Branch,  Priest,  27 
September,  1959  by  Johannes  H.  L. 
Smit. 

SIEMS,  Richard  Roderick,  Bell- 
ville Branch,  Deacon,  29  November, 
1959  by  Elder  Ronald  Melvin 
Bacher. 

VAN  ZYL,  Christian  Rudolf 
Jacobus,  Pretoria  Branch,  Deacon, 
22  November,  1959  by  Elder  Dennis 
Bullock. 

MARRIAGES 

BLACKMORE,  Kenyon  V.  and 
Bernice  De  Visser  both  of  Canada, 
December,  1959. 

MARRIOTT,  Valmei  Olwen  and 
Derrick  Peter  Waldek,  both  of  East 
London,  5  September,  1959  at  East 
London. 

SMITH,  Douglas  Sydney  and 
Katrina  Elisabet  Ferreira,  both  of 
Durban,  31  October,  1959  at  Dur- 
ban. 


Speech  is  the  index  of  the  mind. — Seneca 
January,  1960     CUMORAH'S  SOUTHERN  MESSENGER 
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Ill  I!  MISSIONARIES 


Name 
John  Oviatt 
Mervin  Hippard 
Kenneth  Svenson 
Ritchie    Whitehead 
Roger  Schmidt 
Dennis   Bullock 
Dale  Shreeve 
Paul  Bevan 
Charles   Armstrong 
Robert   Scully 
Gerald  Wiffen 
Denise     Mellon 
Jean  Wood 
Isabel  McCallum 
Detta  Cooper 
Gwen   Mecham 


TRANSFERS 

From 

N'Dola 

Johannesburg 

Durban 

Bloemfontein 

Johannesburg 

Cape   Town 

Kitwe 

Brakpan 

East  London, 

Bulawayo 

Port  Elizabeth 

Cape  Town 

Durban 

Port  Elizabeth 

Cape   Town 

Durban 


To 

Brakpan 

Benoni 

Bloemfontein 

Durban 

Durban 

Johannesburg 

Bulawayo 

Kitwe 

Brakpan 

Johannesburg 

Johannesburg 

Pretoria 

Cape  Town 

Durban 

Durban 

Cape  Town 


APPOINTMENTS 

John  Oviatt,  Supervising  Elder  of  the  East  Rand  District,  12 
December,  1959. 

Ritchie  Whitehead,  Supervising  Elder  of  the  Natal  District,  12  Decem- 
ber, 1959. 

Gwen  Mecham,  Private  Secretary  to  the  Mission  President  and 
Mission  Recorder,  January  6,  1960. 


BON  VOYAGE 


Glen  G.  Barfuss  of  Hill  Spring, 
Alberta,  Canada.  He  laboured  in 
Cape  Town,  East  Rand,  Johannes- 
burg, Krugersdorp,  and  Durban. 
While  in  Durban  he  served  as 
Supervising  Elder  of  the  Natal 
District. 

Warren  Dale  Heyland  of  Clares- 
holm,  Alberta,  Canada.  He 
laboured  in  Cape  Town,  Johannes- 
burg, and  Durban.  While  in 
Durban  he  served  as  Supervising 
Elder  of  the  Natal  District.  He 
also  served  as  Travelling  Elder. 

James  Martin  Webster  of  Cal- 
gary, Alberta,  Canada.  He 
laboured  in  Port  Elizabeth,  Salis- 
bury, Bulawayo,  Germiston,  Cape 
Town,     and     Brakpan.      While     in 


Cape  Town  he  served  as  Mission 
Secretary  and  while  in  Brakpan 
served  as  Supervising  Elder  of  the 
East   Rand   District. 

Marlene  Louw  of  Springs,  Trans- 
vaal. She  laboured  in  Durban  and 
Cape  Town.  While  in  Cape  Town 
she  served  as  Private  Secretary  to 
the  Mission  President. 

Aileen  Cramer  of  Cape  Town. 
Cape  Province.  She  laboured  in 
Durban.  Pretoria,  and  Port  Eliza- 
beth. 

Rosa  van  Schalkwyk  of  Cape 
Town,  Cape  Province.  She  laboured 
in,  Durban,  Port  Elizabeth,  Bloem- 
fontein. Cape  Town,  and  Pretoria. 
While  in  Cape  Town  she  served  as 
Mission  Recorder. 
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LEFT  FOR  HOME 


Elder  Barfuss 


Elder  He/land 


Sister  Cramer 


Elder  Webster 


Sister  van  Schalkw/k 


Six  more  missionaries  have  been  released  this  month.  The  three 
Canadians  left  13  December,  1959  by  air  for  home.  The  three  South 
Africans  were  released  5  January,  I960  and  have  returned  home.  We  are 
grateful  for  the  service  that  these  missionaries  have  given  and  pray  that  the 
Lord  will  bless  them  in  their  future  lives. 


January,  I960    CUMORAH'S  SOUTHERN   MESSENGER 
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BELLVILLE  BRANCH 

by  Marein  Goosen 

Th°  closing  social  of  the  Relief 
Society  was  held  on  the  2nd  of 
December  at  the  home  of  Sister 
Edith  Lombard,  where  Sister  Fisher 
gave  a  demonstration  on  the 
wrapping  of  Christmas  gifts. 

We  were  pleased  to  have  us  with 
at  our  Sunday  School  and  Testi- 
mony meetings  on  the  6th  of 
December  the  Kallis  family  and 
Sister  Johanna  Fourie,  Mission 
Primary  Supervisor,  from  Her- 
manus.  On  the  following  Sunday 
Brother   Lionel  Bibb    President   of 


THE  BRANCHES 

REPORT 


the  Elders  Quorum  of  the  South 
African  Mission,  visited  our 
Branch. 

All  the  members  of  the  Branch 
were  very  sorry  to  learn  that 
Brother  Eric  Jakins  had  suffered 
a  heart  attack  but  we  pray  the 
Lord  will  bless  him  so 'that  he  may 
regain  his  health. 

Our  Christmas  Tree  party  was 
held  on  the  18th  December.  Both 
children  and  adults  enjoy  the 
program. 

Sunday  the  20th  December 
President  and  Sister  Fisher  visited 
our  Branch  for  Sunday  School  and 
the  wonderful  Christmas  messages 
that  they  left  with  us  touched  our 
hearts. 

BULAWAYO    BRANCH 

by  Iris  Fourie 

We  welcome  Sister  Yates  and 
Brother  Ronnie  Hertog  into  our 
Branch.  These  fine  folks  were 
baptised  recently. 

Those  blessed  recently  were 
Woeter  and  William  van  Zyl  also 
Dianne  and  Melody  Yates — our 
future  missionaries ! 

The  Relief  Society  and  Primary 
are  now  in  recess. 

We  are  very  delighted  to  have 
Brother  Peter  Gartside  back  with 
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us  after  completing  his  Mission. 
as  there  were  many  who  missed 
"our  Peter". 

On  the  sick  list  we  have  had 
President  Isaac  and  Brother 
Patterson.  Our  best  wishes  for  a 
speedy  recovery  to  them  both. 

A  number  of  lucky  people 
been  able  to  get  away  from  our 
terrific  summer.  They  are  Trevor 
Fourie  who  is  at  Cape  Town,  Sister 
Joyce  Jones  to  Pretoria,  and  Sister 
Yates  and  family  to  Johannesburg. 
We  wish  them  a  pleasant  holiday 
and  a  safe  return. 

The  Sunday  School  Christmas 
Tree  party  was  held  on  the  12th 
December  and  a  grand  time  was 
had  by  young  and  old.  There 
certainly  wasn't  a  dull  moment 
and  as  usual  Father  Christmas 
was  most  kind  and  generous  to  the 
little  ones.  To  those  who  organised 
this  party  we  say  a  big  "thank 
you". 

We  were  indeed  happy  to  see 
Brother  and  Sister  Billy  Jubber 
and  baby  on  their  surprise  visit  to 
Bulawayo. 

May  the  star  that  led  the  Wise 
Men  on  that  first  Christmas  night 
shine  down  on  you  with  it's  ever- 
radiant  light  is  our  sincere  wish  to 
all    members   and   friends    in    the 
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South  African  Mission. 

// 


DURBAN   BRANCH 

by  Joyce  Wahlburn 

On  the  27th  November  the 
Relief  Society  sisters  held  their 
annual  Bazaar  in  the  basement  of 
the  City  Hall.  This  event  was  most 
successful,  the  stalls  looked  beauti- 
ful, and  they  had  a  wonderful 
variety  of  goods  on  sale.  The 
proceeds  of  this  function  were 
given  to  the  Hall  Building  Fund. 

The  Sunday  School  presented  a 
very  interesting  evening  service 
woven  around  the  "Growth  of  the 
Church  through  Revelation,  from 
the  Martydom  of  Joseph  Smith  to 
the  Present  Day,"  on  6th  December. 

Our  annual  Sunday  School 
Christmas  Tree  Party  held  on  the 
12th  December  was  a  wonderful 
success.  The  children  had  a 
glorious  time,  but  our  hearts  ached 
for  poor  Father  Christmas  muffled 
to  the  eyes  in  red  flannel,  on  one 
of  our  hottest  days! 

The  M.I.A.  has  had  a  busy  time 
lately.  They  sponsored  a  most 
enjoyable  Treasure  Hunt  that  ter- 
minated in  a  Watermelon  Bust  on 
the  South  Beach,  on  the  11th 
December.  On  the  16th  December 
a  happy  lorry-load  of  members 
and  friends  went  out  to  Salt  Rock 
on  a  picnic,  and  then  on  the  18th 
December  they  held  their  Christ- 
mas party. 

Sister  Lavinia  Bosse  has  been  on 
the  sick-list  this  month  with 
German  Measles,  and  Sister  Eli- 
zabeth Schubach  underwent  an 
operation  in  the  Parklands  Nursing 
Home.  We  were  so  happy  to  see 
Brother  and  Sister  Gert  Kotze  of 
Senekal  this  month  as  visitors  to 
the  Branch. 

The  marriage  of  Sister  Yvonne 
Fagan   and   Mr.   Clive   Gibbs  took 
place  on  the  17th  December.     We 
wish  them  both  everv  happiness. 
// 


EAST  RAND  BRANCH 

by  Jean  McGill 
The  closing  Social  for  the 
Relief  Society  was  held  in  the  home 
of  Sister  Norma  Bester  on  Decem- 
ber 2nd.  Small  gifts  were 
exchanged  to  get  the  spirit  of 
Christmas   started   in    the   Branch 


and  we  all  had  plenty  of  fun. 

A  cake  sale  was  held  by  the 
Fund  raising  committee  on 
December  5th  at  which  approxi- 
mately £6  was  raised  to  swell  the 
building  funds. 

Congratulations  to  Sisters  Aden- 
dorff  and  Bester  for  the  delightful 
Primary  program  held  on 
December  6th.  It  was  very  well 
organized  and  carried  a  lovely 
message  for  us  all.  Young  Ray- 
mond Alexander  made  a  reluctant 
but  appealing,  dirty  faced  boy. 

We  were  sorry  to  say  goodbye  to 
Elder  Webster  who  left  for  home 
December  13th.  A  farewell  party 
was  given  for  him  in  the  home 
of  Brother  and  Sister  Bester.  We 
wish  him  goodluck  as  he  returns 
home  and  the  best  of  everything 
in  the  New  Year. 

Congratulations  go  to  Brother 
and  Sister  Schemper  on  the  new 
arrival  and  also  to  Sister  van 
Rensburg  on  the  birth  of  her  new 
baby.  This  makes  Branch  Presi- 
dent and  Sister  Adendroff  grand- 
parents so  congratulations  to  them 
also.  We  all  join  in  wishing  mem- 
bers and  friends  throughout  the 
Mission  every  joy  and  happiness  in 
the  New  Year. 

// 


MOWBRAY  BRANCH 

by  Beatrice  Smith 

The  M.I.A.  presented  the  "Praise 
Ye  the  Lord"  festival  for  the 
Branch  on  the  20th  November. 
Speech,  Drama  and  Music  were 
represented  in  this  delightful 
presentation  of  scenes  from  the 
Scriptures  and  from  Church 
history.  Costumes  and  decor  were 
well-planned  and  the  vaiious  items 
rendered  by  members  of  the  M.I.A. 
and  m:ssionaries  with  the  assist- 
ance of  some  of  the  members  were 
well-directed.  Thank  you  everyone 
who  participated  in  this  beautiful 
cycle  of  song  and  spoken  word. 

The  Relief  Society  has  gone  into 
recess  with  a  Christmas  social.  A 
program  of  musical  items  and  the 
exchange  of  presents  combined 
with  refreshments  and  dancing  to 
make  a  most  enjoyable  evening  for 
all  that  attended. 

The  Priesthood  sponsored  a 
Pick-A-Box      show      on      the      4th 
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BROTHER  AND  SISTER  TROSKIE  AND  FAMLLY 


December.  The  hall  was  crowded 
with  members  and  friends 
expecting  and  getting  some  good 
laughs  and  prizes.  We  have  to 
thank  Mr.  Morris  for  the  able  way 
in  which  he  compered  this  show. 
It  was  successful  both  socially  and 
financially.  Thanks  to  all  of  those 
who  took  part  and  especially  to 
those  who  donated  the  prizes. 

Primary  Sunday  (December  6th) 
— the  Chapel  was  crowded  to  hear 
the  Sunday  Evening  programme. 
The  children  took  their  parts  with 
all  the  ease  and  grace  that  comes 
of  practice  and  training.  Sister 
Johanna  Fourie,  Mission  Primary 
Supervisor,  handed  graduation 
diplomas  to  the  three  boys  and 
three  girls.  We  are  grateful  to  the 
Branch  Primary  Supervisor,  Sister 
Veronica  Dallender  and  her 
teachers  for  the  wonderful  work 
they  are  doing  with  our  children 
at  Mowbray. 

Before  going  into  recess,  the 
Primary  held  a  jolly  Christmas 
party. 

There  was  a  foretaste  of  Christ- 
mas on  the  evening  of  December 
13th,  as  the  M.I.A.  choir  rendered 
a  few  Christmas  carols  during  our 
Sunday  Service.  It  served  as  a 
reminder  to  all  of  us  that  Christ- 


mas was  a  time  for  rejoicing  for 
the  birth  of  the  Saviour. 

We  have  had  many  visitors 
during  the  month.  There  were  the 
Troskies  who  passed  through  on 
their  way  back  from  a  visit  to  Zion; 
the  Bill  Wrenches  from  the 
Transvaal;  Sister  Pratt  from  the 
Transkei  whose  sojourn  here  has 
been  extended;  the  Lionel  Bibbs 
from  Pretoria;  and  Sister  Joan 
Shelver. 

We  wish  to  congratulate  the 
Jefferies  on  the  birth  of  another 
son. 

The  Sunday  School  Christmas 
Tree  party  was  held  on  Friday, 
18th  December.  The  Super- 
intendency,  assisted  by  Sister  May 
Rayner,  provided  an  evening  of 
real  jollity  for  old  and  young. 

The  Branch  picnic,  which  was 
held  on  the  16th  was  dampened 
somewhat  by  the  rain.  However, 
good  spirits  cannot  be  quenched 
and  our  members  managed  to  have 
a  very  happy  day. 

A  hearty  welcome  to  Brother  and 
Sister  Burke.  They  visited  several 
of  the  Temples  during  their  visit  to 
Europe.  Canada,  and  the  United 
States.  We  are  all  looking  forward 
to  hearing  about  their  adventures 
and  experiences. 
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"Tot  Siens"  to  Sister  Alice 
Wareing,  who  has  gone  to  England. 
She  says  it  is  to  gather  Genealogy 
—  but  we  are  awaiting  other 
developments  as  well. 

Brother  Bernard  Milne  breezed 
in  from  Bloemfontein  and 
announced  his  engagement  to 
Sister  Shirley  Kirsten  on  the  12th. 
We  wish  them  the  best  of  all  good 
things. 

// 


PIETERMARITZBURG    BRANCH 

by  Joan  Ball 

This  month  we  are  happy  to 
welcome  into  our  midst  Elder 
Arlen  Smith  who  is  just  starting 
out  on  his  missionary  labours,  and 
we  extend  to  him  a  hearty  wel- 
come and  hope  his  stay  with  us 
will  be  a  happy  one.  We  bid  fare- 
well to  Elder  Peter  Gartside  who 
has  completed  his  Mission  and 
pray  the  Lord's  blessings  be  with 
him  in  his  future  life. 

There  has  been  a  lot  of  illness  in 
the  Branch  this  month,  and  we 
are  glad  to  say  that  the  members 
who  were  ill  are  now  well  on  the 
road  to  recovery.  We  are  parti- 
cularly pleased  about  the  wonder- 
ful recovery  of  Sister  Sheila  Bennet 
who  has  had  Menningitis. 

In  November  and  the  first 
Saturday  in  December,  we  held  two 
very  highly  successful  cake  sales 
which  were  a  credit  to  all  the 
bakers ! 

On  December  12th  we  held  our 
Christmas  parties  —  in  the  after- 
noon the  children's  Christmas 
Tree,  and  our  dinner  in  the 
evening.  Father  Christmas  came 
to  distribute  his  presents,  to  the 
delight  of  the  little  folk  of  the 
Branch.  We  all  enjoyed  ourselves, 
having  supper,  outside,  under  cover 
of  a  tarpaulin.  What  a  wonderful 
time  we  all  had!  Just  as  the  last 
car  pulled  away,  it  started  to  rain — 
and  rain  it  did!  We  were  very 
blessed  indeed. 

Our  congratulations  go  to 
Brother  Ben  Hommes  who  was  set 
apart  as  2nd  assistant  in  the 
Sunday  School  Superintendency. 

We  had  Brother  and  Sister 
Bailey  and  their  two  children  to 
visit  us  this  month  from  Durban. 
We  were  also  very  happy  to  have 


Elder  Heyland  and   Elder  Bullock 
visit  us  and  talk  to  us. 

May  we  extend  to  President  and 
Sister  Fisher  and  their  family  our 
best  wishes  for  a  Happy  New  Year. 
We  would  also  like  to  wish  all  the 
Branches  in  the  South  African 
Mission  a  very  Happy  New  Year 
and  may  we  all  strive  for  the  goal 
before  us. 

// ■ 


PORT  ELIZABETH  BRANCH 

by  Madge  McHugh 

The  Relief  Society  held  their 
closing  social  at  the  chapel,  the 
weather  holding  us  back  from  an 
outdoor  picnic.  Games  were  played 
and  then  refreshments  were  served. 

A  Bazaar  was  held  on  the  5th 
December  and  although  the  atten- 
dance was  light  at  the  bazaar  and 
the  concert  in  the  evening,  the 
sum  of  £33  was  made.  General 
Motors  kindly  brought  some  films 
along  showing  what  the  kitchen 
of  tomorrow  is  going  to  be  like. 
After  the  film  the  Branch  members 
showed  what  talent  they  had  from 
the  age  of  three  upwards. 

Father  Christmas  paid  his  annual 
visit  at  the  Christmas  Tree  party, 
remarking  in  his  speech  that  he 
is  finding  it  tiring  now,  giving  out 
presents  for  1,959  years. 

We  welcome  Brother  and  Sister 
Charsley  here  from  Rhodesia,  and 
Brother  Otto  Doller  and  his  family 
from  Kimberly. 

We  wish  all  members  and  mis- 
sionaries a  Happy  New  Year. 

// 
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PRETORIA  BRANCH 

by  Martha  Lion-Cachet 

The  children,  old  and  young,  of 
our  Branch  all  had  a  lovely  time 
at  all  the  Christmas  Tree  parties. 
The  Sunday  School  held  a  lovely 
party  at  the  home  of  Brother  and 
Sister  Smit  and  presents  were  given 
to  all  the  children.  Cool  drinks  and 
eats  were  served  and  everyone  had 
a  wonderful  time. 

The  M.I.A.  also  held  a  Christmas 
party  at  the  home  of  Brother  and 
Sister  van  Staden.  Carols  were 
sung  and  refreshments  were  served. 
Presents  were  again  presented  not 
only  to  the  young  children  but  also 
to   their  young  parents. 

23 


What    a    lovely    time    everybody 
has  at  this  time  of  the  year,  no 
only  in  receiving  presents  but  also 
in  the  joy  of  giving  presents! 

Brother  and  Sister  Lion-Cachet 
decided  to  take  the  children  of 
their  classes  in  the  M.I. A.  to  bio- 
scope one  night  and  they  enjoyed 
themselves  fully  at  the  showing  of 
"Green  Mansions". 

The  Relief  Society  sisters  also 
spent  a  very  pleasant  evening  in 
bioscope  watching  "The  Man  Who 
Understands  Women",  while  their 
men  folk  stayed  at  home  watching 
the  little  people  get  their  sleep! 

We  were  very  glad  to  see  Brother 
Osman  here  and  hope  that  the  few 
weeks  he  spent  in  Pretoria  were 
pleasant. 

Many  of  our  members  are  away 
at  this  time  of  the  year  and  we 
hope  that  they  will  enjoy  their 
holiday. 

// 


PRIMROSE  BRANCH 

by  M.  Rautenbach 

M.LA,,  Primary  and  Relief 
Society  are  in  recess  for  the  festive 
season  because  most  of  our 
members  seem  to  be  on  holiday. 

A  very  successful  Christmas 
Party  was  held  on  the  5th 
December.  Duets,  recitals  and 
carols  were  given.  Sister  Marie  Le 
Roux  surprised  us  with  her  lovely 
acrobatic  dance  and  also  a  duet 
on  the  piano  was  given  by  Sister 
Le  Roux  and  Lorretta.  Marianne 
Le  Roux  played  a  lovely  piece  on 
the  piano.  Carols  were  sung  by 
the  Primary  and  Sunday  School 
children.  Santa  Claus  was  a  bit 
late  in  arriving  but  when  he  did 
it  was  wonderful  to  watch  the 
children.  Grownups  as  well  as 
children  enjoyed  the  party  very 
much.  A  big  thanks  to  Sisters 
Norbury,  van  Zyl  and  all  else  that 
that  helped  in  any  way  with  the 
party. 

The  Variety  concert  held  at 
Ramah  on  the  26th  November  was 
enjoyed  by  the  members  of  the 
Primrose  Branch. 

We  hope  the  Norbury  family 
is  enjoying  their  holiday  in  the 
Cape. 

A  very  Merry  Christmas  and 
properous  New  Year  to  all  readers 
of  the  CS.M. 


RAMAH  BRANCH 

by  Gerard  Meyer 

We  begin  this  month's  report  by 
wishing  all  those  who  are  away 
from  us  a  very  happy  holiday. 
Branch  President  Chater  is 
spending  somewhat  of  a  busman's 
holiday  by  trying  to  settle  the 
chaos  that  exists  in  our  Branch 
records,  and  is  visiting  most  of  the 
inactive  members  of  the  Branch. 
Happy  Holiday,  President!  Sister 
Barbara  Brown  is  having  a 
camping  holiday  at  Scottburg  with 
her  three  daughters,  and  Digby 
Chater  and  Lew  Donly.  The  Bill 
Wrench  family  is  away  for  their 
annual  Christmas  jaunt  to  Cape 
Town.  We  wish  all  these  folks  a 
happy  holiday  and  a  pleasant,  safe 
return  home. 

The  concert  held  here  at  Ramah 
to  raise  funds  to  meet  the  account 
for  the  Cantata  records  went  off 
very  well.  An  almost  capacity 
crowd  was  entertained  to 
some  excellent  musical  render- 
ings of  popular  songs  by  the  choir, 
by  the  Missionary  quartet  and  by 
the  Springs  quartet.  We  must  not 
forget  to  mention  Elder  Barker 
who  in  the  capacity  of  M.C.  really 
kept  the  show  going  us  his  "wise- 
cracking". Almost  £27  was  raised 
which  was  very  gratifying.  We  are 
planning  to  stage  a  further  concert 
on  the  23rd  January,  1960  with  an 
entirely  new  repertoire.  Keep  this 
date  in  mind. 

As  reported  last  month,  the 
Relief  Society  held  their  Social  on 
Saturday  12th  December.  There 
was  a  very  good  turn-out  and 
everyone  who  was  there  had  an 
enjoyable  time.  The  Sisters  also 
held  their  very  successful  Bazaar 
in  the  City  Hall  and  raised  the 
sum  of  £45.  What  makes  this 
effort  seem  even  more  wonderful  is 
the  fact  that  they  are  going  to 
sDend  it  all  on  the  provision  of 
Christmas  hampers  for  the  needy — 
a  truly  wonderful  organisation 
with  some  wonderful  people 

We  had  our  Christmas  Service 
in  the  evening  of  Sunday  20th 
December  and  the  spirit  of  Christ- 
mas really  prevailed.  There  was 
a  Christmas  reading  by  Sister  K. 
Smith,  Christmas  carols  were  sung, 
a  male  quartette,  an  organ  solo  by 
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Peter  Thomas,  the  story  told  again 
of  the  wondrous  birth  of  our 
Saviour,  a  solo  sung  by  Sister  Olive 
Wallace,  a  solo  by  Mr.  Engelsman 
and  then  Elder  Pilling  ended  it  all 
very  well,  emphasing  the  second 
coming  of  Christ. 

We  are  now  at  the  close  of 
another  year  and  so  we  all  at 
Ramah  pray  that  the  New  Year 
may  be  filled  with  God's  richest 
blessings  for  one  and  all  through- 
out the  South  African  Mission  and 
that  the  song  of  the  heavenly 
choir  may  be  fulfilled  ..."  Glory 
to  God  in  the  Highest  And  on 
Earth,  Peace,  Goodwill  toward 
Men." 

// 


SALISBURY  BRANCH 

by  Jean  Schonnberg 

The  Salisbury  Branch  has  had 
a  happy  and  successful  month  in 
all  its  various  activities. 

M.I. A.  presented  the  "Praise  Ye 
the  Lord"  festival  and  it  was 
indeed  a  feast  for  all  and  proved 
to  be  a  most  beautiful  and  enjoy- 
able programme.  Great  credit  goes 
to  Sister  Jean  Hodgkiss  for  her 
untiring  effort  which  resulted  in 
such  a  high  standard  of  perform- 
ance. It  provided  a  spiritual 
blessing  for  all  who  attended  and 
we  are  pleased  to  note  that  atten- 
dance was  good.  The  proceeds  of 
the  evening  are  going  to  swell  the 
Building  Fund. 

We  wish  to  report  that  both 
Relief  Society  and  Primary  are 
now  in  recess.  The  Relief  Society 
sisters  have  had  a  full  year  and 
a  happy  one  together  in  their  work 
for  the  Lord.  They  have  striven 
during  their  meetings  to  develop 
their  talents  together,  to  help  one 
another  and  to  be  a  united  group 
in  their  every  undertaking.  The 
Primary  has  filled  a  need  in  the 
younger  children's  lives  and  they 
have  enjoyed  their  meetings,  and 
we  all  remember  the  lovely  pro- 
gramme which  they  presented 
under  the  guidance  of  their 
teachers.  The  work  with  the  young 
is  always  most  rewarding. 

On  Saturday  December  12th,  the 
children  of  the  Branch — 26  in  all 
— had  a  perfectly  wonderful  time 
at  a  real  old-fashioned  Christmas 
Party   with   everything   to    delight 


the  heart  of  a  child.  It  went  off 
to  a  flying  start  with  various  games 
for  all  ages.  Then  a  film  show, 
operated  by  Brother  Clarke.  A 
delicious  feast  was  laid  out;  and 
though  the  tables  groaned  with 
weight  of  the  fare,  at  first,  they 
were  soon  considerably  lightened. 
After  repeated  calls,  that  dear  old 
Whitebeard  without  whom  no 
Christmas  party  is  complete, 
appeared  and  in  his  usual  generous 
fashion  presented  to  each  delighted 
child  a  present. 

Elder  Youd  has  joined  us  here 
and  we  do  hope  his  stay  will  be 
both  happy  and  fruitful. 

We,  in  Salisbury,  wish  to  extend 
our  greetings  to  all  Branches  of 
the  Mission  at  this  Christmas 
Season  and  pray  that  1960  may  be 
a  prosperous  New  Year  for  all. 

// 


SPRINGS  BRANCH 

by  N.  C.  van  Niekerk 

On  the  21st  November  President 
and  Sister  I.C.  Louw  left  for  Wel- 
kom  and  returned  with  a  good 
report  of  the  Saints  there. 

On  the  same  day  Branch  Presi- 
dent Douglas  Hulbert  dedicated  the 
grave  of  Brother  Tom  Charlton 
who  met  an  accidental  death  a  few 
days  before.  Our  deep  felt  sym- 
pathy is  herewith  expressed  with 
Sister  Charlton  in  her  sad  bereave- 
ment. 

We  have  had  many  welcome 
visitors  this  month:  Brother  Don 
Harper  from  Ramah;  Brothers 
Bobbie  Wilson,  Jan  Hugo  and 
Sister  Joan  Wilson  on  holiday  with 
friends  and  relations;  Brother 
Temple  Futter,  his  family 
and  a  friend,  Mr.  George  Grobler; 
and  Brother  Derick  Vice  and  his 
good  family  on  an  official  visit  from 
Krugersdorp. 

Brother  Victor  Jubber  has  com- 
pleted his  studies  and  has  returned 
to  Springs  where  he  is  waiting  to 
take  up  permanent  employment. 
Welcome  home,  Victor. 

We  are  happy  to  welcome  into 
our  midst  Brother  Jack  R.  Howse 
who  was  baptised  by  Brother  Ken 
Armstrong  on  the  23rd  November. 
Sister  Magaret  Jubber  was  baptised 
on  the  same  day  by  her  father, 
Brother  John  Jubber. 
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Brother  Johannes  S.  Otto  went 
under  a  operation  recently  and  we 
pray  for  his  speedy  recovery. 

The  Relief  Society  Recession 
social  held  on  the  8th  December 
was  a  great  success.  The  Singing 
Sisters  were  joined  by  a  number  of 
male  voices  to  render  a  variety  of 
carols  with  very  pleasing  impres- 
siveness.  It  was  also  a  most  fitting 
welcome  to  Brother  and  Sister 
John  Trosky  and  their  daughters 
who  have  returned  from  America 
with  a  great  variety  of  glowing 
accounts  of  conditions  amongst  the 
Saints  "back  home".  We  are  most 
happy  to  have  this  fine  family  with 
us  again. 

During  November  Sister  Beverley- 
June  Louw  was  involved  in  a  train 


accident  from  which  she  emerged 
with  a  number  of  minor  bumps  only 
to  meet  with  something  really 
freakish  a  few  days  later.  As  she 
returned  to  her  moped  after  having 
made  a  purchase  in  a  shop,  a 
bicycle  sitting  on  the  curb  toppled 
over  and  hit  Sister  Louw  on  the 
leg  causing  a  great  gash  which  took 
some  twelve  stitches  to  close  up 
the  wound.  Happily  though,  being 
full  of  effervescent  health,  Sister 
Louw  is  now  getting  along  quite 
well  without  the  aid  of  crutches. 
May  we  take  this  opportunity  to 
send  the  Season's  greetings  to  all 
throughout  the  Mission.  May  God 
bless  you  all  with  unity  and  the 
association  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
throughout  the  coming  year. 
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THE  WILL  OF  MAN  —  concluded 


Among  the  hardest  problems 
we  have  as  members  of  His 
Church  is  to  conform  our  will  to 
the  will  of  God.  We  must  be  as 
potters  clay  in  the  hands  of  our 
Maker  so  that  He  can  mould  us 
into  vessels  that  He  would  have  us 
be,  and  accomplish  His  wishes  and 
will  in  the  Salvation  of  Mankind. 

It  was  their  will  coupled  with 
their  faith  in  the  leadership  of  the 
Church,  their  conviction  as  to  the 
Restoration  of  the  Church  of 
Christ  upon  the  earth,  brought 
about  through  the  instrumentality 
of  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith,  with 
it  a  new  philosophy  of  life,  with 
purpose,  and  worthwhile,  that  gave 
the  Mormon  Pioneers  the  zeal  to 
go  through  the  hardships  and 
trials  in  their  trek  across  the  plains 
to  the  Salt  Lake  Valley.  This  same 
purposefulness,  and  courage  was 
exhibited  by  the  early  missionaries 
that  were  sent  out  to  the  four 
corners  of  the  earth  to  proclaim 
the  good  tidings  of  the  Restored 
Gospel. 

Whenever  the  true  Church  of 
Christ  has  been  on  the  earth  it's 
true  followers  have  always  been 
endowed  with  power  over  dis- 
couragement    when     adverse     cir- 


cumstances surrounded  their  lives. 
Consequently  during  the  dispensa- 
tions of  time  when  the  Priesthood 
of  God  has  been  on  the  earth,  and 
His  Church  has  been  established, 
men  have  known  a  time  of  pro- 
gress, development,  and  happiness. 
We  who  now  live  in  the  last  dis- 
pensation with  the  truths  of  all 
the  dispensations  restored,  are 
able  to  enjoy  these  same  blessings. 

The  tools  which  Satan  uses 
against  all  those  who  try  to  serve 
God  are  discouragement,  hate, 
envy,  covetousness,  and  pride. 
When  we  associate  ourselves  with 
these  evils,  we  rob  ourselves  of  the 
great  virtues  of  love,  sympathy, 
and  peace,  and  if  pursued  in  our 
lives  will  rob  us  of  a  Kingdom  of 
Glory,  and  eternal  life. 

Let  us  as  members  of  His 
Church  who  enjoy  the  blessings  of 
the  Priesthood,  and  the  complete 
organization  of  His  Church,  use 
the  powers  which  He  has  endowed 
us  with  in  our  physical  makeup, 
together  with  our  Spiritual  powers 
in  the  futhering  of  the  Lord's  work, 
keeping  His  commandments,  and 
living  our  lives  in  conformity  with 
His  will. 
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EDITORIAL. 


THE  BLESSINGS 

of 
WILLING  WORK 


THERE  is  in  most  of  us  at 
times  a  tendency  not  to  do 
anything  that  is  difficult  to  do,  not 
to  perform  any  unpleasant  service 
or  engage  in  any  inconvenient 
activity.  The  tendency  is  often 
more  apparent  in  our  younger 
years  when  we  haven't  yet  had  to 
learn  some  things  which  later  in 
life  we  find  that  we  must  learn. 

In  every  family,  in  every  house- 
hold, in  every  business  and 
community  and  country,  there  are 
difficult,  tiresome,  tedious  things  to 
do  and  someone  has  to  do  them. 
But  sometimes  young  people  grow 
up  expecting  everything  to  be 
placed  before  them,  and  sometimes 
they  ask  "Why  should  we  work? 
Why  should  we  spend  any  part  of 
our  precious  days  doing  difficult 
things  when  there  are  easier  and 
more  pleasant  pastimes?" 

There  are  many  answers  to  this 
kind  of  questioning.  One  that 
suggests  itself  is  this.  It  was  a 
wise  and  loving  Father  who  gave 
us  work  to  do,  a  Father  who  knows 
our  needs  and  who  holds  our  happi- 
ness close  to  His  heart. 

Not   that    work    doesn't    become 


monotonous  at  times.  Anything 
can  become  monotonous.  Even  so- 
called  play  or  pleasure  can  become 
monotonous.  And  above  all,  idle- 
ness can  become  monotonous.  But 
it  wasn't  intended  that  any  of  us 
should  live  effortlessly  or  follow 
our  own  irresponsible  pleasure. 
The  Lord  made  that  clear  when 
our  first  parents  were  sent  out  from 
the  Garden  of  Eden. 

Work  is  one  of  the  greatest 
gifts  that  God  has  given,  not  just 
the  labour  required  for  actual 
existence  for  even  the  dumb  beasts 
do  what  they  are  made  to  do  or 
must  do  for  sheer  sustenance,  but 
work  done  beyond  sheer  necessity, 
work  and  effort  for  the  opportunity 
to  learn,  for  the  power  to  improve, 
for  the  satisfaction  of  serving,  of 
creating,  of  doing,  of  discovering. 
One  of  the  greatest  lessons  of  life 
is  to  learn,  to  find  joy  in  doing 
things  we  ought  to  want  to  do  even 
when  we  don't  want  to  do  them, 
for  any  day  is  a  disappointing  day 
if  it  is  allowed  to  pass  without 
some  sincere  sense  of  accomplish- 
ment. — Shirley  Kirsten 
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".  .  .  We  will  go  and  do  tin  things 
which  the  Lord  luith  commanded,  for 
we  know  that  the  Lord  giveth  no  com- 
mandments unto  the  children  of  men, 
save  he  shall  prepare  a  way  for  them 
that  they  may  accomplish  the  thing 
which  he  commandeth  them." 

(Missionary    Theme  for   NMi 


